
HATSU, kami – hair (on the head)

散髪　 sanpatsu haircut, hairdressing 781

洗髪　 senpatsu hair washing, a
shampoo

705

間一髪　 kan'ippatsu by a
hairsbreadth

43, 2

金髪　 kinpatsu blond 23

白髪　 hakuhatsu, shiraga white/gray
hair

205



CHŌ, ho(ru) – carve, engrave, chisel, sculpt

彫像　 chōzō carved statue 753

彫金　 chōkin chasing, metal carving 23

木彫　 mokuchō wood carving 22

木彫り　 kibori wood carving 22

浮き彫り　 ukibori relief 968



RETSU, oto(ru) – be inferior to

劣等　 rettō inferiority 578

劣等感　 rettōkan inferiority complex 578, 262

劣性　 ressei inferior; recessive (gene) 98

劣勢　 ressei numerical inferiority 656

優劣　 yūretsu superiority or inferiority,
relative merit

1074



SA, SHA, suna – sand

砂利　 jari gravel 329

土砂降り　 doshaburi pouring rain,
downpour

24, 977

土砂崩れ　 doshakuzure washout,
landslide

24, 1174

砂浜　 sunahama sandy beach 799

砂時計　 sunadokei hourglass 42, 340



SA – sand



TA – sort, select (the good)

沙汰　 sata news, notice; instructions;
case, matter

1205

ご/御無沙汰　 gobusata neglect to
visit/write

721, 93, 1205

音沙汰　 otosata news, tidings 347, 1205

淘汰　 tōta sort out; reduce
(personnal); (natural/artificial)
selection

 



BYŌ – second (of time/arc)

秒針　 byōshin second hand (of a
clock)

341

数秒　 sūbyō several seconds 225

1 分2 0 秒　 ippun nijūbyō 1 minute
20 seconds

38

秒読み　 byōyomi countdown 244

秒速5メートル　 byōsoku gomētoru 5
meters per second

511



SHŌ – selection, summary, excerpt

抄録　 shōroku excerpt, abstract,
summary

547

抄本　 shōhon extract, abridged
transcript

25

抄訳　 shōyaku abridged translation 604

詩抄　 shishō a selection of poems 579



MYŌ – strange, odd; a mystery; adroitness, knack

奥妙　 ōmyō secret, mystery 484

妙案　 myōan good idea, ingenious
plan

106

妙技　 myōgi extraordinary skill 891

妙手　 myōshu expert, master, virtuoso 57

絶妙　 zetsumyō miraculous, superb,
exquisite

755



HAI – cup; (counter for cupfuls) sakazuki –
winecup (for sake)

一杯　 ippai a glass (of); a drink; full 2

祝杯　 shukuhai a toast 870

銀杯　 ginpai silver cup 313

デ杯（戦）　 Dehai(sen) Davis Cup
(tournament)

301



MAI – sheet; (counter for thin, flat objects)

紙一枚　 kami ichimai 1 sheet of
paper

180, 2

何枚　 nanmai how many
(sheets/plates/stamps)

392

枚挙　 maikyo enumerate, count, list 815

枚数　 maisū number of sheets 225

大枚　 taimai a big sum (of money) 26



SATSU – paper money, slip of paper fuda – chit,
card, label

千円札　 sen'ensatsu 1,000-yen
bill/note

15, 13

札束　 satsutaba bundle/roll of bills 510

改札口　 kaisatsuguchi wicket, ticket
gate

523, 54

標/表札　 hyōsatsu nameplate 945, 272

入札　 nyūsatsu a bid, tender 52



SATSU – book; (counter for books) SAKU –
book

十二冊　 jūnisatsu 12 books/volumes 12, 3

別冊　 bessatsu separate volume 267

分冊　 bunsatsu individual/separate
volumes

38

冊子　 sasshi booklet, brochure,
pamphlet

103

短冊　 tanzaku strip of fancy paper



(for a poem) 215

HEN, katayo(ru) – lean, incline, be one-sided,
partial

不偏（不党）　 fuhen(-futō)
nonpartisan

94, 94, 504

偏向　 henkō propensity, leaning,
deviation

199



偏見　 henken biased view, prejudice 63

偏食　 henshoku unbalanced diet 322

偏差　 hensa deviation, deflection,
declination

669

HEN – far, widespread, general

遍歴　 henreki travel, pilgrimage 489



遍路　 henro pilgrim 151

一遍　 ippen once, one time 2

GA, kawara – tile

瓦解　 gakai collapse, fall to pieces 482

瓦礫　 gareki rubble; rubbish  
煉瓦　 renga brick  



瓦屋　 kawaraya tilemaker; tiler; tile-
roofed house

167

瓦版　 kawaraban tile block print 1089

BIN – bottle

花瓶　 kabin vase 255

瓶詰　 binzume bottled, in a glass jar 1195



ビール瓶　 bīrubin beer bottle  
鉄瓶　 tetsubin iron kettle 312

空き瓶　 akibin empty bottle 140

HEI – simultaneously, together awa(seru) – put
together, unite, combine

合併　 gappei merger 159



併合　 heigō annexation,
amalgamation, merger

159

併用　 heiyō use jointly/in combination 107

併発　 heihatsu (medical)
complications

96

併記　 heiki write side by side/on the
same page

372

HEI, mochi – rice cake



焼き餅　 yakimochi toasted rice cake;
jealousy

942

柏餅　 kashiwa-mochi rice cake
wrapped in an oak leaf (served at
Boy’s Festival on May 5)

 

RIN – principle, code



倫理　 rinri ethics, morals 143

倫理学　 rinrigaku ethics, moral
philosophy

143, 109

人倫　 jinrin humanity, morality 1

不倫　 furin immoral, illicit 94

絶倫　 zetsurin peerless, unsurpassed 755

RIN – wheel, ring, circle; (counter for flowers) wa




